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By CARL DAVIDSON -
* President Ford purged the.op ranks of his !
administration last weekend, spotlighting |

“serious foreign and economic policy disputes

- and an intensifying scramble for power

within the.U.S. ruling class.
At the center of the shadowy infighting

- were the back-to-back announcements Nov.

" Everyone had done = *
* said, adding that he just

"3 of Vice President Nelson Rockefeller’s
decision not to be Ford's running mate in
1976 and of Defense Sccretary James
Schlesinger’s ouster from the Penatagon. ’

Ford tried to play down the sigaificance of
the cvents, claiming during his Nov. 3 press
conference that there were '‘no basi:l
differences’”  involved in  the  shakcup.
*Ridiculous” was the torm he used to
describe the charge that the changes had
been made to undercut the growing
presidential campaign of former California
Gov. Ronald Reagan.

:

superd’’ job, Ford'®
;o2d to be able to

- work with *‘my own guys.”’
© *Any President has io have the
opportunity to put together his own team,”
Ford expiained. “‘The decisicns I have made.
- give to me the people and the team and the

c.organizational structure to centinue to carry

out an affirmative, successful forsign policy
on a global basis; and to keep our national
security forces second to nona.”’ )

Nonetheless even this professed concern
for the lack of *‘teamwork™ in this arez

indicates a sharp dispute in foreign policy.

The cose issues at stzke, most accounts-_
agreed, were the ‘"detente” schemes of |
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, which
involvé both collusina and contention with
the Soviet Union in the struggle for
superpower domination of the world.

‘This has béen the common line of both the |
Nixzor and Ford administrations, backed by
the Rockefeller financial group. It has come |
under increasing attack by both Republican
rightists 4pd *'Cold War’’ Democrats, such
as Sen.. Henry Jackson (D-Wash.) and

AFL-CiO chicf George Mcany.

—

| representative of the First National City

j over what he tcrmed *deep, savage cuts’ in
i the defense budget and, according fo one

. military affaits, save for a brief stint as a
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A KISSINGER VICTORY

Kissinger appears to have emerged a
victar in the present battle. Some significant
losses have been suffered, however, by the
Rockefeller forces he represents. Fellowing
is 2 summary of the scope of the purge and
the shifts involving its principal figures:

* Schlesinger's oustér from the Defense
Department. This is Kissinger’s main |

-, Viclory. The former Pentagon chief will be

“repladcd BT DRI Rumsteld CUprésenny?
Ford’s White House chief of staff.
Schlesinger is a cohort of Sen, Jackson, a

fi_!}ar}cial group. Schlesinger has batiled
_I\sssmger for more than a year on ‘'detente”
issues. He recently clashed with Congress

report, threatencd to resign rather than
“'preside over the liquidation” of U.S.
military might. . :

-Actually, this amounts to demagogy on
Sghlesinger's patt, since both he and
Kissinger favor U.5. arms expansion. The

Pentagon chief wanted it at a faster and less

restricted rate, however, while the secretary
of state wanted lo use the arm’s budget's |
rate of jncrease as a bafgaining chip (o |
whecdle Soviet concessions in other arcnay.
The dispute Jed Schiesinger in recent weeks,
in eifect; to block and sabotage the Strategic |
Arms Limitation Talks. .
The appointment of Rumsleld, however,

cause  Kissinger some ~evenpial
thiles. Rumsfeid is a former Nixen slde
and "‘moderate conservativa’’ congressman
from illinots. He has litile experience in
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NATO official in Europe. But he is an
aggressive GOP centrist, who has Jocked
horns with both Rockefclier and Reagan
forces in order to promote his own vice

agency’s “‘covert action” schemes.,
RPN FTY L IR A SN o0 S Tr T e vy ot
FNEICBIby’S e pladeintat 7 18 " George " Bush; | |

indcpendent’”” and a “‘loyal Republican :

" Rockefelier's camp when he had the option

 agreements will the USSR in the hands of a

presidential ambilions.
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» Coiby's ouster from ihe CiA. This
represeats the last step in a Iong balile ;
initiated by Kissinger to purge the agency of |
his opponents, starting with countesintelii- |
gence chicf James Angleron who left Iast |
year. Anglelon believed the Sino-Soviet spfit : |
was a myth designed to dupe ihe Wesk,
hardly a view eompatible with *‘detente®
policies.- While Colby evertualiy split from |

" this anti-Kissinger opposiiion, reported z !

recent issue of Fortunc magazine, he “'eame |-
in from the cold” too late to avoid being ;.
tarnished by the scandals around the !

‘LOYAL SOLDIER?

presently U.S. represeniative to the Pepple's |
Republic of China. He is described as beth *

soldier.”” He has a foot in both camps of the
GOP, since his father was an *‘Fastern
clitist’’ scnator from Connecticut while he is
an indcpendently wealthy oif millionaire
from Texas. Bush, who is on friendly terms
with Kissinger, is cxpected to stay at the

“CIA only for a short while—mainly due to his -

vice presidential ambitions. R O
¢ Rogers Morten's resignation as com-

- merce scerctary. Morton has been in poor |

health and will be replaced by Eliot§

“Richardson, presently U.S. Ambassador fo:

Great Britain. Both men are Rockefeffer’
altics and the main significance of the shift is ',
that Ford kept the ecabinct position jn°

o do otherwise, It also promotes Richard-
son’s vice presidential ambitions and assists’
Kissinger by kceping the Dcpartment of
Commerce’s rolc in working out trads
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firm supporter and skilied diplomat. -




